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For the Love of Literacy  

Nationwide 457 Member News

Around the Square  

Campbell County Employee Newsletter  

Through the Promotion of Literacy, Our Libraries Not Only Stimulate Readers; They Engage Communities  

RUSTBURG, VA - The week of April 4 -

10 is National Library Week, an annu-

al celebration highlighting the valua-

ble role libraries, librarians, and library 

workers play in transforming lives and 

strengthening our communities.  

 

According to the national cam-

paignõs history, research in the mid-

1950õs indicated that Americans 

were spending less on books and 

more on radios, televisions and musi-

cal instruments. Concerned that 

Americans were reading less, a non-

profit citizens organization was 

formed called the National Book 

Committee in 1954. The committee's 

goals were ambitious, ranging from 

"encouraging people to read in their 

increasing leisure time" to "improving 

incomes and health" and 

"developing strong and happy family 

life."   

 

Yet, libraries met and even surpassed 

the challenges, and thus, true inno-

vation in literacy occurred as libraries 

developed goals to not only pro-

mote literacy, but to engage com-

munity members in creative ways.  

 

As County employees, most of us are 

familiar with the landscape of our 

local library system; but how often do 

we really stop and consider how 

closely our coworkers must follow 

trends in academics, technology, 

exercise, nature, and the arts and 

culture in order to offer programming 

and resources which our public will 

find entertaining and inviting?  

 

Over the decades, libraries have 

moved into a place of constant evo-

lution in order to remain sources of 

literacy stimulation, and community 

engagement.  With our past yearõs 

pandemic, this has become ex-

tremely challenging; yet, Campbell 

County Public Library System (CCPLS) 

has continually set the bar extremely 

high through their virtual programs, 

digital collections, and various social-

ly-distanced services.  

 

From offering curbside delivery to 

front -porch delivery for homebound 

patrons, to creating their most recent 

ôStoryWalkõ trail near Timbrook Library 

and Park, to developing Art + Book 

days at each of their branches, 

CCPLS has approached a time of 

uncertainty with a òWhat can we 

do,ó instead of òWe canõt doó atti-

tude.  

 

And, our public thanks you.  

 

So, in honor of National Library Week, 

hereõs to our library staff.  Thank you 

for leading the charge in creative 

ways, striving to create partnerships, 

build bridges and develop relation-

ships. 

 

We appreciate you.  
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Approaching and living in retirement  

This workshop shares ten things to think 

about when you're  planning for or living 

in retirement.  

Sign up here  

At your orientation, you were likely introduced to 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions (NRS), via a flyer and brief 

overview from our HR & Benefits Coordinator, Darlene 

Cowart.   

NRS deferred compensation is an optional  benefit available 

to employees; however, many employees may not truly 

understand what deferred compensation really is, and how 

it is different from our Virginia Retirement System (VRS) plan.  

To help educate our employee base on this offering, our 

Nationwide Representative, Lynn Robinette,  is providing a 

free, no -login -required video available by clicking here.   

Be sure to join Lynn to learn more!  

NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT OFFERS WEBINARS APRIL IS NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION 

MONTH: CAMPBELL COUNTY DSS SPONSORS 'HUG 

CHALLENGE' TO INCREASE AWARENESS 

The month of April is designat-

ed as National Child Abuse 

Prevention Month; an annual 

observance since 1983 dedi-

cated to raising awareness 

and preventing child abuse.  

Across the nation, social work-

ers are dedicated to the belief that every child has the right 

to safe, healthy, and nurturing environments. As child abuse 

affects 121,787 families in Virginia, the Campbell County De-

partment of Social Services (DSS) is encouraging families to 

do their part to make sure our children are safe and loved.  

For instance, a practical way to prevent child abuse and 

create strong bonds in your own family is to hug your chil-

dren and remind them of how loved they really are.   So, 

Campbell County DSS is pleased to offer families an oppor-

tunity to participate in a 'Hug Challenge' this month, for a 

chance to win a prize.  

For the month of April, families are invited to hug their chil-

dren 12 times a day, complete a calendar, and drop it off 

at their local Campbell County library branch, or to DSS 

contact, Katelyn Mullins, Family Services Specialist via email 

at: katelyn.mullins@dss.virginia.gov .    

"Hugging is a form of touch that is important to the emotion-

al, and physical development of children," said Tanita An-

thony, Family Services Specialist with Campbell County 

DSS.  "Hugging makes children feel safe and secure, makes 

them smarter, boosts self -esteem, and creates happiness. 

Everyone can benefit from a hug. Itõs really a win-win situa-

tion for all!"  

A flyer and calendar is available online by visiting: https://

cvcpl.us/2QcgQ70  in both English and Spanish, and we en-

courage families to share their 'Hug Challenge' on social 

media.  

"Sharing their challenge calendar is a great way to create 

accountability," notes Katelyn Mullins.   "It helps spread 

awareness of our overall mission, helps your 'circle' keep 

track of your progress, and may also encourage other fami-

lies to take part in our challenge."  

For more details on the DSS 'Hug Challenge', please contact 

Tanita Anthony or Katelyn Mullins at (434) 332 -9759 or (434) 

332-7254, respectively.  
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